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Old skull of Snow Leopard; more than 40 years old. Through the years | been presented for odd
collections possessed by old hunters living all their life in the mountains. At one occasion | met a hunter,
who during his lifetime have found several remains of Snow Leopard, and there is no dubious they bring
such remains home i even for Kyrgyz hunters the respect and fascination of the Snow Leopard is intact.
They d o nldlitSnow leopardsé This skull is the only one possessed by a hunter living in presence and
in close contact with Snow leopard all his life.

Dear Birdwatcher

List of species observed during Mikstures Snow Leopard Expedition in Kyrgyzstan March/April 2008 25.March &
9.April 2008. As the name Snow Leopard Expedition implies the main focus is observing the Snow Leopard, but
as an ornithologist | & as much focused on the birds. Both targets goes well hand-in-hand and this is truly a
magnificent and unique way of spending some of the most exciting and fantastic days in lifetime.

Due conservation issues and the Snow Leopard rare status | cannot inform about exact locations. A Iso this area
is in urgent need for conservation status and protection &i t @rather small area, and hence it cannot support
many travellers presence. | & ma&naged to lead few expeditions to the region for finding the Snow Leopard,

and it took me around ten years before | managed to locate such valuable locations for the Snow leopard.
However there are several good places in Kyrgyzstan for the chance of observing the leopard, and | have tracks
and sightings from more places in Kyrgyzstan. This area is special while Il the coming years tries to increase
the protection of the Snow Leopard by establishing necessary nature conservation projects. Please respect this,
and | dble pleased to help you to locate Snow Leopards in Kyrgyzstan. This place is not outstanding di t jdss
an area | have spend very much time hence | have a quite good knowledge about the leopards presence. Pls
feel free to contact me d&and | can help you find a Snow Leopard.

On my expeditions there is of course not 100% successrate for seeing a Snow Leopard(mine is app 75%) and
last two years | have seen it one both my expeditions) , and usually the sight is glimpses. .. However at more
occasions | have seen the Snow Leopard very very well.

Staying in the mountains in Mar ch is a very tough experience. | t difficult to move around dand good condition
is necessary. It can be nasty cold dminus 15 Celsiusdegrees plus chill factors. | t can be dangerous without
knowledge and care. There are risks for avalanches, sudden and serious snowfall, etc dthe Kyrgyz Mountains
are no playgrounds in winter and early springtime .

The birds are unique in spri ngtime. You are right on the hot spots for observing several mountainous species

In 2008 | went to Issyk Kul Lake after the mountain -part, and was fortunate to locate an impressive roosting
spot for the Demoiselle Crane at t he Eastern shores of the lake.



As a birder dyou are NEVERbored in Kyrgyzstan d always something new to discover!

This was an incredible journey. We managed to observe an impressing number of birds and mammals. The bird
list could be further increased, but | make a priority according time and wishes,  e.g. | always can find places
for Ibisbill , more waterfowl, and specialities dsod o nthig report to reflect all the birds  occurring in the
visited region .

| arrange these expeditions with my friends and partners in Kyrgyzstan and they always take well care of all of
us dexcellent food and companionship. | had known them since 1993 and establish everything in Kyrgyzstan in
close cooperation with them. They are my friends and those | always trust.

All birders are welcome and on our travels
there usually is a mix -ture of

nationalities. Language is no problem:
English, French, German and Danish are
spoken. Miksture provide information
about travelling in the region and specific
ornithological informat ion. In 2009 we go
again to Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. My
team and | can be hired for birding in

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Southern Siberia
and Western China. We are able to

0Ot aimakre 6 t he journey
wishes d destinations & species as well as :
duration. l't6s poss ik
leader or co-leader for your journey in the
region. We use our own vehicles, own
gear dtents, kitchen -team, etc.
Everything to increase your birding
experience and your safety. In addition

our prices are reasonable for everyone.
We have an excellent team by whom |
have travelled and worked together with
for more than ten years. They are some of
my very best friends and in combination;
we know thoroughly the areas and the
birds. Usually we arrange tours for 4 -15
paxdébest groupds si-We
participants; but we are flexible. Fair
prices, security, honesty and great birding
are keywords dtry us! Please contact me
for further information. Programs can be
studied on our websites. You are welcome
to contact me for further information and

| welcome any remarks and dialogue.

Miksture was established with the purpose of encourage and combine Eco-tourism and biological scientific
research in Central Asia; mainly Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The approach of combining Eco-tourism and
Nature Conservation is in many ways opposite activities, but in Kyrgyzstan we have done it without severe
compromises for the visitors and the environment. Our tours are the result of friendship and strange ideas and
our carefully planned itineraries and intensive approach have since 199 3 given those who travel with us an
unusually experience.



Mikgture is an independent company, established and owned by Michael Westerbjerg Andersen. You will always
be in contact with Michael when you contact us. All itineraries are accompanied by the  staff o f Kyrgyz-Travel
who possesseghe knowledge and experience to make the tour wholly successful. They know the areas
thoroughly and take pride in showing those who travel the local hotspots, confidently coping with any problems
that may arise and so greatly increasing the chance that everything will run smoothly. Leading a tour in Europe
or North America is one thing, leading one in Central Asia where logistical problems are a fact  of life is quite
another! Where practicable and necessary we obtain the assistance of local leaders who have both an intimate
knowledge of their home areas and the ability to look after the group to the required standard.

We go again in 20090 There are very limited seats on the Snow leopard Expedition, and the usual one is booked
and sold out for both 2009 and 2010. However | might be able to establish one more expedition in 2009 Jdpls
contact me for further information

Pictures: This report con tains pictures photographed by me and taken during the expedition . Pls respect
copyrights and direct message to the photographers if copies of the originals are wanted 81 am very friendly
towards such requests!

Kind regards

MikstureMichael Westerbjerg Andersen (Mic)

Miksture (Ornithologist and Conservation) v. Zoologist Michael Westerbjerg Andersen
Rungstedhave 13 C, DK2960 Rungsted Kyst. Denmark.
Phone: +45 24 81 91 28
Web: www.miksture.com or www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan
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