Winter birding in AlaToo

mountains, Kyrgyzstani Ultimo

Novemberi medio December 2008
by Michael Westerbjerg Andersen




In November and December | spend time in the Ala Too Mountains i i t tfiesange that stretch from North -

western Kyrgyzstan; TalasAla Too and all the way to North-e a st er n cor ner of the count
range that bordersKaz ak hst an North of | ssyk Kuelarelots oféxsellemtn | mmen s e
places but the avifauna is similar. My friends and | made two expeditions to the central part. Purpose was

observing the birds and finding Snow Leopards. Both missions were accomplished. | have included some

observations from Ala Archa which is situated in the Ala Too range too, and all birds seen in this report can

be found there as well. So this report too gives the reader an impression of what to watch for in Ala Archa in

winter time. The altitude in which we moved around, and in which this report describes is from c. 2.200

m.a.s. to above tree-line with max altitude of 3.000 m.a.s. Wintertime is not the most prolific time of the

year, however [ toés possi bl e t o g dajorlyofmeuntainodsstatienary-i ng bi r d
breeding birds can be seen and in addition winter visitors from the north are present too.

Snow covered the mountains during the period, but the majority came around 1.January. The temperatures

were mostly around zero Celsius degrees or thereaboutin daytime. At night minus ten to minus fifteen

Celsius degrees. This winter was not particularly cald but anyway. Moving around and being accommodated

in tents in the Kyrgyz mountains at wintertime, never becomes easy o r comfortable. With right equijpment,
sufficient preparation and wi-itdanbe extameledimgeous)tB6/E possi bl
staying in the midst of the Kyrgyz Mountains in these cold clear winter nights is no less than...magic!

Kind regards
Michael Westerbjerg Andersen
Bishkek 0.March 2009

Miksture ( Specialist in birding Central Asia; especially Kyrgyzstan and
neighbouring Kazakhstan) v. Zoologist Michael Westerbjerg Andersen
Rungstedhave 13 C, DK2960 Rungsted Kyst. Denmark.

Phone: +45 24 81 91 28

Mail: michaelwandersen@hotmail.com

Web: www.miksture.com

In general about Miksture , all birders are welcome and on our travels there usually is a mix -ture of
nationalities. Language is no problem: English, Russian, French, German, Swedish and Danish are spoken.
Miksture provide information about travelling in the region and specific ornithological information.

My team and | can be hired for birding in Kaz akhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tadzhikistan, Uzbekistan, Southern

Si beria and Western Chi-make et lae ej abid ree t oa ddesamatibism g y o ut
& species as well as duration (be careful of certain other companies in the region copy our sc hedules...) .
ltds possi bl e to b-teadérfonyeurjausneylinete degion. Weruse ous own vehicles,
own gear dtents, kitchen -team, etc. Everything to increase your birding experience and your safety. In
addition our prices are reasonabl e for everyone. We have an excellent team by whom | have travelled and
worked together with since 1993. They are my very best friends and in combination; we know thoroughly
the areas and the birds. Usually we arrange tours for 4 -15paxdb e st g r o forpiédeg is5-We
participants; but we are flexible. Fair prices, security, honesty and great birding are keywords atry us!
Programs can be studied on our website www.miksture.com. You are welcome to contact me for further
information and | welcome any remarks and dialogue.


mailto:michaelwandersen@hotmail.com
http://www.miksture.com/

Miksture was established with the purpose of encourage and
combine Eco-tourism and biological scientific research in
Central Asia; mainly Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The approach
of combining Eco-tourism and Nature Conservation is in many
ways opposite activities, but in Kyrgyzstan we have done it
without severe compromises for the visitors and the
environment. Our tours are the result of friendship and strange
ideas and our carefully planned itineraries and intensive
approach have since 1993 given those who travel with us an
unusually experience.

Miksture is an independent company, established and owned by
Michael Westerbjerg Andersen. You will always be in contact
with Michael when you contact us. All itineraries are
accompanied by the local staff who posses the knowledge and
experience to make the tour wholly successful. We know the
areas thoroughly and take pride in showing those who travel the
local hotspots, confidently coping with any problems that may
arise and so greatly increasing the chance that everythin g will
run smoothly. Leading a tour in Europe or North America is one
thing, leading one in Central Asia where logistical problems are
a fact of life is quite another! Where practicable and necessary
we obtain the assistance of local leaders who have both an
intimate knowledge of their home areas and the ability to look
after the group to the required standard.

If you need advices about the birds available at present, you are
wel come to mail , or contact me . |l tds of course free of
have office here in Bishkek too.

Systematic list
Phasianidae

Chukar Partridge - Chukarhgne Alectoris chukar (falki)
28/11 few individuals heard during dayhikes in altitude c¢.2.200m.Central Ala Too,

Common Pheasant i Fasan
Phasianus colchicus mongolicus

Accipitridae

Lammergeier i Lammegrib
Gypaetus barbatus aureus

22/11 1 ad. + 1 juv.Ala Archa, 27/11 1
ad. Tent camp + dayhikes in altitude
€.2.200 m.Central Ala Too.

Himalayan Griffon Vulture Gyps
himalayensis

22/11 18 Ala Archa i this is many for
this area; 16 were seen together,
12/12 2 ad. day hike in altitude c.2.200
T €.2.900m. Central Ala Too.




Golden Eagle i Kongegrn Aquila chrysaetos (daphanea)

22/11 3 Ala Archa, 27/11 1 ad. tentcamp + dayhikes in altitude c.2.200m.a.s. central Ala Too, 7/12 3 tent
camp + day hikes in altitude ¢.2.200 i ¢.2.900m. Central Ala Too, 12/12 1 ad. day hike in altitude ¢.2.200 i
€.2.900m. Central Ala Too.

Falconidae

Common Kestrel i Tarnfalk Falco tinnunculus tinnunculus
12/12 1 day hike in altitude ¢.2.200 1 ¢.2.900m. Central Ala Too.



