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Miksture Kyrgyzstan 
Birding in SW-Kyrgyzstan  

09.July ï 27.July 2008 
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Dear Birdwatcher  
 
List of species observed during Mikstures  
ornithological journey in Kyrgyzstan 09.July ð 
24.July 2008. This summer we explored the the 
south-western corner of Kyrgyzstan ð Batken 
region. I brought with me three fellow travellers :  
Ms Louis Brandt Grønqvist, Mr Rune Bisp 
Christensen and Mr Rune Skjold Tjørnlev. 
  
Pictures: This report contains pictures 
photographed by Michael Westerbjerg Andersen 
and taken during the to ur. Pls respect copyrights . 
Pls direct message to me if copies of the originals 
are wanted ð Im very friendly towards such 
requests! 

Kind regards  

Michael Westerbjerg Andersen (Mic) 
 
 

Miksture  (Ornithologist and Conservation)  v.  Zoologist 
Michael Westerbj erg Andersen 

Rungstedhave 13 C, DK-2960 Rungsted Kyst. Denmark. 
Phone: +45 24 81 91 28 

Web: www.miksture.com  or www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan  

 
 
All birders are welcome and  on our travels there 
usually is a mix-ture of nationalities. Language is 
no problem: English, French, German and Danish 
are spoken. Miksture provide information about 
travelling in the region and specific ornithological 
information. In May/June and July 2009 we go 
again to Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. My team and I 
can be hired for birding in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Southern Siberia and Western China. We are able 
to òtailor-makeó the journey according your wishes 
ð destinations & species as well as duration.   Itõs 
possible to book me as leader or co-leader for your 
journey in the region. We use our own vehicles, 
own gear ð tents, kitchen -team, etc. Everything to 
increase your birding experience and your safety. In addition our prices are reasonable for everyo ne.  We have an 
excellent team by whom I have travelled and worked together with for more than ten years. They are some of my 
very best friends and in combination; we know thoroughly the  areas and the birds. Usually we arrange tours for 4 -15 
pax ð best groupõs size for birding is 5-10 participants; but we are flexible. Fair prices, security, honesty and great 
birding are keywords ð try us! Please contact me for further information. Programs can be studied on our websites. 
You are welcome to contact me for f urther information and I welcome any remarks and dialogue.  
 
Miksture  was established with the purpose of encourage and combine Eco -tourism and biological scientific research in 
Central Asia; mainly Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The approach of combining Eco-tourism and Nature Conservation is in 
many ways opposite activities, but in Kyrgyzstan we have done it without severe compromises for the visitors and the 
environment. Our tours are the result of friendship and strange ideas and our carefully planned itiner aries and 
intensive approach have since 1994 given those who travel with us an unusually experience.  
 
Miksture  is an independent company, established and owned by Michael Westerbjerg Andersen. You will always be in 
contact with Michael when you contact us . All itineraries are accompanied by the staff of Kyrgyz -Travel who posses 
the knowledge and experience to make the tour wholly successful. They know the areas thoroughly and take pride in 
showing those who travel the local hotspots, confidently coping wit h any problems that may arise and so greatly 
increasing the chance that everything will run smoothly. Leading a tour in Europe or North America is one thing, 
leading one in Central Asia where logistical problems are a fact of life is quite another! Where p racticable and 
necessary we obtain the assistance of local leaders who have both an intimate knowledge of their home areas and the 
ability to look after the group to the required standard.  

http://www.miksture.com/
http://www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan
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2008 Itinerary  
 

July 10.  Osh and area South of Osh. 
  
July 11.  Osh city and Kara-Goi.  
 
July 12.  Kara-Goi. 
 
July 13.  Kara-Goi and transfer to Abshir -Say. Night in Abshir-Say. 
 
July 14.  Abshir-Say. 
 
July 15.  Abshir-Say + valley 10 km North of Abshir -Say. Night in Osh.  
 
July 16.  Osh ð Chichkan Gorge. 
 
July 17.  Chichkan Gorge ð Son-Kul. 
 
July 18.  Son-Kul & Son-Kul ð Karakol. 
 
July 19.  Karakol ð May-Saz & May-Saz. 
 
July 20.  May-Saz. 
 
July 21.  May-Saz ð Tamga via Kyzul-Suu. 
 
July 22.  Kyzul-Suu & Fairy Place. Night in Tamga. 
 
July 23.  Tamga ð Bishkek via Saltlake. Night in Bishkek.  
 

July 24.  Clients go home ð welcome back to Denmark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

Systematic List of the Birds observed during our journey.  
 

Kyrgyzstan 2008:  
 

Species sequence, taxonomy and nomenclature follow The British Birds List of Western Pala earctic Birds 
(British Birds sine dato). This list is based on Snow and Perrins (1998) and subsequent decisions by the 
British Ornithologistsõ Union. For the remaining Eastern Palearctic and Oriental species Inskipp et al (1996) 
and Dickinson (2003) are followed. Subspecies taxonomy and nomenclature follow The Birds of the 
Western Palaearctic (1977-94) and Dickinson (2003). Deviations in systematic and taxonomy are accounted 
for in notes in the species accounts.  
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Systematic list  
 

Anatidae 
Ruddy Shelduck - Rustand Tadorna ferruginea 

17/7 1 Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Kul, 17/7 8 Son Kul, 

21/7 1 May-Saz, 22/7 2 Kyzul-Suu and 23/7 27 
Saltlake.  
 
Gadwall ï Knarand Anas strepera strepera 

17/7 + Son Kul.  
 
Eurasian Teal ï Krikand Anas crecca crecca 

17/7 + Son Kul.  
 
Mallard ï Gråand Anas platyrhynchos 
platyrhynchos 

17/7 + Son Kul and 22/7 1 female Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Pintail ï Spidsand Anas acuta acuta 

18/7 + Son-Kul.  
 
Garganey ï Atlingand Anas querquedula 

23/7 14 little lake; Saltlake - Bishkek.  
 
Shoveler ï Skeand Anas clypeata 

17/7 + Son Kul.  
 
Red-crested Pochard ï Rødhovedet And Netta 
rufina 

23/7 + Tamga ï Bishkek.  
 
Tufted Duck ï Troldand Aythya fuligula 

17/7 ++ Son Kul.  
 

Phasianidae 
Himalayan Snowcock Tetraogallus 
himalayensis sewerzowi 

19/7 1 calling May-Saz, 20 and 21/7 2 calling 

May-Saz.  
 
Chukar Partridge - Chukarhøne Alectoris 
chukar (falki)  

14/7 1 Abshir-Say, 15/7 heard at two places, 

numbers difficult to estimate Abshir-Say ï location 
10 km North of Abshir-Say and 17/7 1 female + 

12-15 pull. Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Kul.  
 

Common Quail ï Vagtel Coturnix coturnix 
coturnix 

19/7 3 calling Karakol ï May-Saz, 22/7 2 calling 

Kyzul-Suu and 27/7 8 Tamga.  
 

Podicipedidae 
Great Crested Grebe ï Toppet Lappedykker 
Podiceps cristatus cristatus 

17/7 + Son Kul.  
 
Slavonian Grebe ï Nordisk Lappedykker 
Podiceps auritus 

17/7 2 Son Kul.  
 

Ardeidae 
Little Bittern ï Dværghejre Ixobrychus 
minutus minutus 

22/7 1 ad. Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Grey Heron ï Fiskehejre Ardea cinerea cinerea 

18/7 1 Son-Kul ï Karakol, 21/7 2 Kyzul-Suu and 

22/7 4 Kyzul-Suu.  
 

Ciconiidae 
Black Stork ï Sort Stork Ciconia nigra 

18/7 3 Son-Kul.  
 

Accipitridae 
Black Kite ï Sort Glente Milvus migrans 
migrans and lineatus 

17/7 2 Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Kul, 17/7 1 Son Kul, 

19/7 2 Karakol ï May-Saz, 22/7 1 Kyzul-Suu and 
27/7 5 Tamga.  
 
Lammergeier ï Lammegrib Gypaetus barbatus 
aureus 

13/7 2 (1 ad. + 1 imm.) Abshir-Say, 14/7 2 ad. 

Abshir-Say, 15/7 1 ad. Abshir-Say ï location 10 
km North of Abshir-Say, 18/7 Son-Kul 4 (2 ad. 2 

imm.) and 20/7 1 ad. May-Saz.  
 
Egyptian Vulture ï Ådselsgrib Neophron 
percnopterus percnopterus 

16/7 1 ad. Osh ï Chichkan Gorge.  
 
 
 

 



 6 

Himalayan Griffon 
Vulture Gyps 
himalayensis 

11/7 1 ad. Osh - 

Kara-Goi, 11/7 2 ad. 
Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 ad. 

Abshir-Say, 14/7 2 

ad. Abshir-Say and 
18/7 4 Son-Kul.  
 
Eurasian Black 
Vulture ï 
Munkegrib 
Aegypius 
monachus 

14/7 2 Abshir-Say, 
17/7 2 Chichkan 

Gorge ï Son-Kul and 
18/7 3 Son-Kul.  
 
Montaguôs Harrier 
ï Hedehøg Circus 
pygargus 

17/7 1 ad. female 

Chichkan Gorge ï 

Son-Kul.  
 
Northern Goshawk 
ï Duehøg Accipiter 
gentilis 
(schvedowi) 

20/7 1 May-Saz.  
 
Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk ï 
Spurvehøg 
Accipiter nisus 
(dementjevi) 

14/7 1 Abshir-Say.  
 
Common Buzzard 
ï Musvåge ssp 
ñSteppevågeò 
Buteo buteo 
vulpinus 

11/7 1 Osh - Kara-

Goi.  
 
Long-legged 
Buzzard ï 
Ørnevåge Buteo 
rufinus rufinus 

10/7 2 area South of 
Osh, 11/7 1 Osh - 

Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 
Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 

Kara-Goi ï Abshir-

Say, 17/7 1 Son Kul and 18/7 8 Son-Kul.  
 
Upland Buzzard Buteo hemilasius 

18/7 1 Son-Kul.  
 
Golden Eagle ï Kongeørn Aquila chrysaetos 
(daphanea) 

19/7 2 May-Saz and 21/7 1 May-Saz ï Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Steppe Eagle ï Steppeørn Aquila nipalensis 

14/7 1 migrating Abshir-Say.  
 

Falconidae 
Common Kestrel ï Tårnfalk Falco tinnunculus 
tinnunculus 

10/7 1 area South of Osh, 12/7 2 Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 
Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 Kara-Goi ï Abshir-Say, 14/7 6 

Abshir-Say, 15/7 1 male + 1 juv. Abshir-Say ï 

location 10 km North of Abshir -Say, 18/7 1 Son-
Kul ï Karakol, 19/7 2 Karakol ï May-Saz, 21/7 6 

May-Saz, 21/7 3 May-Saz ï Kyzul-Suu and 27/7 3 
juv. Tamga.  
 
Merlin ï Dværgfalk Falco columbarius pallidus 
(lymani) 

20-21/7 1 pair with two youngs ï breeding pair 

May-Saz.  
 
Hobby ï Lærkefalk Falco subbuteo subbuteo 

10/7 1 area South of Osh, 11/7 1 Kara-Goi, 12/7 4 

Kara-Goi, 13/7 1 Abshir-Say, 14/7 1 Abshir-Say, 
21/7 1 ad. May-Saz ï Kyzul-Suu and 22/7 1 Fairy 

Place.  
 
Barbary Falcon ï Berberfalk Falco 
pelegrinoides babylonicus 

21/7 1 Kyzul-Suu.  
 

Rallidae 
Water Rail ï Vandrikse Rallus aquaticus 
aquaticus (korejewi) 

22/7 3 calling Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Corn Crake ï Engsnarre Crex crex 

27/7 + Tamga.  
 
Moorhen ï Grønbenet Rørhøne Gallinula 
chloropus chloropus 

22/7 4 Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Common Coot ï Blishøne Fulica atra atra 

17/7 ++ Son Kul and 22/7 43 Kyzul-Suu.  
 

Gruidae 
Demoiselle Crane ï Jomfrutrane Grus virgo 

18/7 2 Son-Kul.  
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Recurvirostridae 
Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha 
struthersii 

19/7 1 Karakol ï May-Saz and 
21/7 2 May-Saz ï Karakol.  
 
Black-winged Stilt ï 
Stylteløber Himantopus 
himantopus himantopus 

21/7 4 Kyzul-Suu and 22/7 5 

Kyzul-Suu.  
 

Charadriidae 
Little Ringed Plover ï Lille Præstekrave 
Charadrius dubius curonicus 

17/7 + Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Kul and 17/7 2 Son 

Kul.  
 
Lesser Sand Plover ï Mongolsk Præsrtekrave 
Charadrius mongolus pamirensis 

17/7 In total c. 50 ï hereby 43 in one group! Son 

Kul.  
 
Northern Lapwing ï Vibe Vanellus vanellus 

22/7 c. 50 Kyzul-Suu.  
 

Scolopacidae 
Little Stint ï Dværgryle Calidris minuta 

23/7 8 Saltlake.  

 
Temminckôs Stint ï Temmincks Ryle Calidris 
temminckii 

22/7 1 Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Common Snipe ï Dobbeltbekkasin Gallinago 
gallinago gallinago 

23/7 1 Tamga ï Bishkek.  
 
Common Redshank ï Rødben Tringa totanus 
tetanus/ussuriensis 

17/7 1 Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Kul, 17/7 + Son Kul 

and 22/7 + Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Greenshank ï Hvidklire Tringa nebularia 

17/7 8 Son Kul and 22/7 4 Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Wood Sandpiper ï Tinksmed Tringa glareola 

17/7 2 Son Kul and 22/7 1 Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Terek Sandpiper ï Terekklire Xenus cinereus 

22/7 1 Kyzul-Suu and 23/7 1 Saltlake.  
 
Common Sandpiper ï Mudderklire Actitis 
hypoleucos 

11/7 3 Osh - Kara-Goi, 15/7 2 Abshir-Say ï 
location 10 km North of Abshir-Say, 17/7 + 

Chichkan Gorge ï Son-Ku, 17/7 2 Son Kul, 19/7 + 
Karakol ï May-Saz, 22/7 1 Kyzul-Suu, 23/7 1 

Saltlake and 27/7 1 Issyk-Kul near Tamga.  
 

Laridae 
Great Black-headed Gull Stor Sorthovedet 
Måge Larus ichthyaetus 

17/7 18 Son Kul and 22/7 1 ad. Kyzul-Suu.  
 
Black-headed ï Hættemåge Gull Larus 
ridibundus 

17/7 + Son Kul, 22/7 1 ad. Kyzul-Suu and 23/7 1 

ad. Saltlake.  
 
Caspian Gull ï Kaspisk Måge Larus 
cachinnans 

22/7 2 ad. Kyzul-Suu and 23/7 + Issyk -Kul near 

Saltlake.  


