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 Pandeŕs Ground-jay Podoces panderi ilensis, Kazakhstan. Photo Hans Rytter ©   
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Dear Bir dwatcher  
 
List of species observed during Mikstures ornithological journey in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan 1.July ð 24.July 
2007. This summer we explored the Kazakh steppes, the south-eastern semi desert/desert areas and the east-
ern part of Kyrgyzstan . KAKI (Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan) 2007 was an incredible journey. We managed to o b-
serve an impressing number of birds (and mammals). Both countries are fascinating and unrivalled in beauty. 
Itõs impossible to pinpoint all the highlights, but I think the species list tells it own story. Itõs impossible to see 
all species in a single travel, but in my mind we managed to see the majority ð and most important - the par-
ticipa ntõs target species.  
 
There were 15 participants:  Mr Leo Søgaard Borch, Mr Erik Danielsen, Mr Flemming Falk,  Mr Kurt Kaack Han-
sen,  Ms Henny Tove Schiermacker-Hansen,  Mr Per Schiermacker-Hansen,  Mr Finn Allan Jensen,  Mr Niels Bom-
holt Jensen,  Mr Michael Mosebo Jensen, Ms Annemarie Muurholm Kaack,  Ms Bodil Rytter,  Mr Hans Rytter,  Mr 
Michael Schwalbe, Ms Lilly Irene Sørensen,  Ms Lone Pilgaard Sørensen & tour leader (and owner of Miksture 
Michael Westerbjerg Andersen. The participants were outstanding in their way of dealing the journeys tough 
conditions. Everyone was participating very active in finding the birds ð and discussing the observations and 
helping writing the species list. It was a determined and skilled group of Danish birders operating in Central 
Asia this summer. I am impressed. Hans, Per and Michael Mosebo took loads of excellent  and useful pictures ð 
too few of them illustrates this report. Hans, Per and Kurt were profs dealing with catching birds for DNA -
analysis (of course in their ski lled hands no birds were harmed and every single were released). It was a dedi-
cated and extremely focused group of Danish birders who joined a lmost four weeks birding  without slightest 
complains, and I really appreciated the dedication, skill and friendly companion of my fellow travellers . Ac-
knowledgement certainly goes to my Kyrgyz team  as well. They accompaigned us during the journey. In K a-
zakhstan I went to Astana together with my good friend s Luba, Olga, Sasha, Misha and Vital,  they owns the 
Kyrgyz company I work with) and they took so well care of all of us ð provided us with excellent food and co m-
panionship. I had known them since 1993 and establish everything in Kyrgyzstan in close cooperation with 
them. They are my friends and those I always trust.  
 
Pictures:  This report contains pictures photographed by Hans Rytter, Per Schiermacker -Hansen and Mchael 
Westerbjerg Andersen and taken during KAKI 2007. Pls respect copyrights and direct message to the photogr a-
phers if copies of the originals are wanted ð we are very friendly towards such requests!  

 
Kind regards  

 

Michael Westerbjerg Andersen (Mic) 

 
 
 

Miksture  (Ornithologist and Conservation ) v.  Zoologist Michael Westerbjerg Ande rsen 
Rungstedhave 13 C, DK-2960 Rungsted Kyst. Denmark. 
Phone: +45 24 81 91 28 
Web: www.miksture.com  or www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan  

 

http://www.miksture.com/
http://www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan


 3 

All birders are welcome and on our travels there usually is a mix -ture of nationalities. Language is no pr oblem: 
English, French, German and Danish are spoken. Miksture  provide information about travelling in the region 
and specific ornithological information. In  July 2008 we go again to Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. My team and I 
can be hired for birding in Kaza khstan, Kyrgyzstan, Southern Siberia and Western China. We are able to òtailor-
makeó the journey according your wishes ð destinations & species as well as duration.  Itõs possible to book me 
as leader or co-leader for your journey in the region. We use our  own vehicles, own gear ð tents, kitchen -team, 
etc . Everything to increase your birding experience and your safety. In addition our prices are reasonable for 
everyone.  We have an excellent team by whom I have travelled and worked together with for more th an ten 
years. They are some of my very best friends and in combination; we know thoroughly the areas and the birds. 

Usually we arrange tours for 4-15 pax ð best groupõs size for birding is 5-10 participants; but we are flexible. 
Fair prices, security, hone sty and great birding are keywords ð try us! Please contact me for further inform a-
tion. Programs can be studied on our websites. You are welcome to contact me for further information and I 
welcome any remarks and dialogue.  
 
 
Miksture  was established with t he purpose of encourage and combine Eco-tourism and biological scientific 
research in Central Asia; mainly Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The approach of combining Eco-tourism and Na-
ture Conservation is in many ways opposite activities, but in Kyrgyzstan we ha ve done it without severe co m-
promises for the visitors and the environment. Our tours are the result of friendship and strange ideas and our 
carefully planned itineraries and intensive approach have since 1994 given those who travel with us an unus u-
ally experience.  
 
Miksture  is an independent company, established and owned by Michael Westerbjerg Andersen. You will always 
be in contact with Michael when you contact us. All itineraries are accompanied by the staff of Kyrgyz -Travel 
who posses the knowledge and experience to make the tour wholly successful. They know the areas thoroughly 
and take pride in showing those who travel the local hotspots, confidently coping with any problems that may 
arise and so greatly increasing the chance that everything will run  smoothly. Leading a tour in Europe or North 
America is one thing, leading one in Central Asia where logistical problems are a fact of life is quite another! 
Where practicable and necessary we obtain the assistance of local leaders who have both an intimat e knowl-
edge of their home areas and the ability to look after the group to the required standard.  
 

 
Miksture  Ornithological Expeditions 2007 - 2008  

  
1) Winter birding  Kyrgyzstan ð December or January.  Eastern Kyrgyzstan along southern shores of Lake Issyk-
Kul. Loads of wintering waterfowls and guests from Siberia. (Program and reports available pls contact 
Miksture ) 
 
2) Snow leopard Expedition 2008. From Snowleopard Expedition 2007: Two adult males + 1 female with two 
cubs occurred in the area we searched . Twice short glimpse were obtained of single animals, and in 2003 we 
saw one animal for several minutes. We are becoming better and better year -for -year to detect the presence 
of this magnificent animal, and Miks ture  are probably one of the only contacts in the world who are able to 
achieve a more-than-reasonable-chance for to observe this animal in Northern Himalaya. Our Expeditions rate 
of success is currently 75%. Small groups and reasonable prices are our trademark. One Snowleopard Expedition 
pr. year only. Price in 2008 will be approx. 2300 ð 2500 EURO from Copenhagen ð Kyrgyzstan ð Copenhagen 
including: Flight ticket, everything in Kyrgyzstan and me (Mic) as Expedition leader. Strongly recommended for 
birders, too ð of course. Only 8 seats available! (Program and reports available pls contact Miks ture ) 
 
3) Birding Buryatia and Lake Baikal -area - South-western Siberia. 10 days ultimo May. Max. 8 participants. 
(Program and reports available, pls contact Miks ture )  
 
4) KAKI 2008 - Ornithological journey t o Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan ð July 2008. 
Similar program as this report. (Program and reports available pls contact Miks ture ) 
 
5) Birding Northern Kazakhstan during autumn migration - Geese and Steppe birds. 12 days (program available 
medio December 08; pls contact Miksture ).  
 
Furthermore there are departures of more private Miks ture -groups. Interested is welcome to join. Pls. contact 
Miksture  for further information and programs. Its possible to book my team and I for further birding exped i-
tions in the reg ion and we are able to òtailor-makeó the journey according your wishes ð destinations & sp e-
cies as well as duration.  
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KAKI 2007 Itinerary 
 
2/7  Almaty, 2/7  Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 3/7  Arrival Astana; city, 3/7  Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7  Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7  Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than afternoon, 4/7  Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7  
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different locations than afternoon, 5/7  Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 6/7  Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7  Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7  
Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7  Lake Sorbulak, 7/7  Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty 
province, 7/7  Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7  Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7  Kolshengel, Taukum 
desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty province, 8/7  Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7  Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7  Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells, 9/7  Qaraoy village, 10/7  Qaraoy village, 
10/7  Qaraoy village and desert area north of the village, 11/7  Qaraoy village + transfer Qaraoy to 
artesian wells east of Qaraoy, 11/7  Artesian wells east of Qaraoy, 11/7  Artesian wells east of Qaraoy 
ï Shilik via road north of Ile river, 12/7  Shilik ï Nurly, 12/7  Nurly-area, 13/7  Nurly; campsite, 13/7  
Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 13/7 Kyrgyz border ï Kara-
kol; incl. Karakol, 14/7  Karakol, 14/7  Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along 
the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 14/7 May-Saz campsite, 15/7  May-Saz, 16/7  May-Saz, 16/7  May-
Saz ï Karakol, 17/7  Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent to the bay 
of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 17/7  Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7  Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-
Suu/Saruu, 17/7  Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7  Tamga; 
incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 18/7  Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun Gorge, 
19/7  Saltlake Kara-Kel, 19/7  Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7  Tamga, 
20/7  Tamga ï Son Kul, 20/7  Son Kul, 21/7  Son Kul, 22/7 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon near Kök-
Moynok, 23/7  Bishkek ï Ala Archa, 23/7  Ala Archa, 23/7  Fishponds n. of Bishkek.    
 
 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan 2007  
Species sequence, taxonomy and nomenclature follow The British Birds List of Western Palaearctic 
Birds (British Birds sine dato). This list is based on Snow and Perrins (1998) and subsequent deci-
sions by the British Ornithologistsô Union. For the remaining Eastern Palearctic and Oriental species 
Inskipp et al (1996) and Dickinson (2003) are followed. Subspecies taxonomy and nomenclature follow 
The Birds of the Western Palaearctic (1977-94) and Dickinson (2003). Deviations in systematic and 
taxonomy are accounted for in notes in the species accounts. 
 

 
 

Hume´s Warbler Phylloxcopus humei humei, Kyrgyzstan. Photo Mic 
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Systematic List of the Birds observed during our journey. 
 
 
 

Anatidae 
Mute Swan - Knopsvane Cygnus olor 
3/7 3 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 205 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 4/7 35 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 35 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7  1000+ Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 15 Karazhar, Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve and 9/7 2 Zhelturanga 
ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells.  
 

Whooper Swan - Sangsvane Cygnus cyg-
nus  
4/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve 
and 5/7 2 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve.  
 
Greylag Goose ï Grågås Anser anser rubri-
rostris 
3/7 2 ad. + pull. Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 2 As-
tana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar 
village, 4/7 37 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
morning: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 
25 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 
7 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: differ-
ent locations than afternoon, 5/7 20 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 11/7 7 Qaraoy 
village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian wells east 

of Qaraoy and 21/7 19 Son Kul.  
 
Ruddy Shelduck - Rustand Tadorna fer-
ruginea 
4/7 4 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 2 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 17 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 30 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar, 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 7/7 20 Lake Sor-
bulak, 7/7 1 Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, Tau-
kum desert, Almaty province, 8/7 10 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 11/7 8 Qaraoy village 
+ transfer Qaraoy to artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy, 13/7 1 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. 
Karakol,14/7 3 Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-
Saz Pass and birds seen along the Sary-Jaz 
range to campsite, 15/7 5 May-Saz, 17/7 12 
Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul 
wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 1 pair + pull. 
Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 18/7 2 
Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper 
Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 51 Tamga ï Saltlake 
Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 5 
Tamga ï Son Kul, 20/7 25 Son Kul and 21/7 
130 Son Kul.        
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Common Shelduck - Gravand Tadorna ta-
dorna 
3/7 1 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 1 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 
10 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 8 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 4/7 150 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve and 5/7 5 Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve.  
 
Eurasian Wigeon - Pibeand Anas penelope 
4/7 6 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 100 Af-
ternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 103 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 300 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 11/7 4 Qaraoy 
village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian wells east 
of Qaraoy.        
 
Gadwall ï Knarand Anas strepera strepera 
4/7 5 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 400 Af-
ternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 4 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 100 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 female and 
2 males Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 20/7 2 Son 
Kul and 21/7 14 Son Kul.       
 
Eurasian Teal ï Krikand 
Anas crecca crecca 
4/7 50 Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 
300 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 20/7 1 Son 
Kul and 21/7 1 Son Kul. 
 
Mallard ï Gråand Anas 
platyrhynchos platyrhyn-
chos 
3/7 2 Arrival Astana; city, 
3/7 1 Evening; Karazhar 
village, 4/7 3 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than af-
ternoon, 4/7 25 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 4 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 30 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 
Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 8/7 10 ad. + pull. 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, 
Almaty province, 11/7 5 Artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile river, 12/7 
1 Shilik ï Nurly, 17/7 1 female Jeti-Ögüz and 
17/7 4 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village.  
 
 

Pintail ï Spidsand Anas acuta acuta 
3/7 4 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 40 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 8 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 10 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 21/7 6 Son 
Kul.  
 
Garganey ï Atlingand Anas querquedula 
4/7 1 male Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 1 
male Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 5 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 17/7 4 fe-
males and 1 male Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 21/7 
7 Son Kul and 23/7 103 Fishponds NW of 
Bishkek..  
 
Shoveler ï Skeand Anas clypeata 
2/7 4 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
4/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 12 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 10 Af-
ternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 21/7 
1 Son Kul.  
 

 
Red-crested Pochard ï Rødhovedet And 
Netta rufina 
3/7 4 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 10 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 4/7 38 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 6 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7 40 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 6/7 5 Karazhar, Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 7/7 1 female Lake Sorbulak 
and 23/7 30 Fishponds NW of Bishkek..  
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Common Pochard ï Taffeland Aythya ferina 
3/7 60+ Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 37+ 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 4/7 500 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 175 Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve; morning: different loca-
tions than afternoon, 5/7 500 Afternoon; Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve and 17/7 4 Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village.  
 
Ferruginous Duck ï Hvidøjet And Aythya 
nyroca 
5/7 1 male Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve, 9/7 1 male Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. 
stop at artesian wells and 23/7 68 Fishponds n. 
of Bishkek.        
 
Tufted Duck ï Troldand Aythya fuligula 
4/7 21 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 10 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 55 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 17/7 5 Wetland-area 
adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu 
village, 20/7 2 Son Kul, 21/7 20 Son Kul and 
23/7 3 Fishponds NW of Bishkek.        
 
Common Goldeneye ï Hvinand Bucephala 
clangula clangula 
3/7 4 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 21 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 4/7 50 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 20 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon and 5/7 20 Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve.  
 
Goosander ï Stor Skallesluger Mergus 
merganser merganser 
19/7 7 Issyk-Kul near Saltlake Kara-Kel.  
 
White-headed Duck ï Hvidhovedet And 
Oxyura leucocephala 
4/7 7 females and 23 males Afternoon; Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve and 5/7 37  Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve.  
 

Phasianidae 
Himalayan Snowcock Tetraogallus hima-
layensis sewerzowi 
15/7 and 16/7 total in May-Saz area c.12 birds. 
More were active calling and seen well. 
 
Chukar Partridge - Chukarhøne Alectoris 
chukar (falki)  
13/7 15 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon and 
14/7 4 Karakol.  
 

Common Quail ï Vagtel Coturnix coturnix 
coturnix 
3/7 1 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 1 Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve; morning: different loca-
tions than afternoon, 5/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 6/7 1 Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 2 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 9/7 3 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 13/7 2 Kyrgyz border ï Kara-
kol; incl. Karakol, 16/7 1 May-Saz ï Karakol, 
17/7 2 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-
Kul and wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 1 Tamga; 
incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 20/7 5 Tamga 
and 22/7 5 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon 
near Kök-Moynok.  
 
Common Pheasant ï Fasan Phasianus col-
chicus mongolicus 
8/7 1 ad. female + 15 chicks Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 12/7 1 male  Shilik ï Nurly, 13/7 1 male 
Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. Karakol and 17/7 
1 Jeti-Ögüz.  
 

Gaviidae 
Black-throated Diver ï Sortstrubet Lom 
Gavia arctica arctica 
3/7 3 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 20 Karaz-
har, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon and 5/7 20 
Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing. 20 birds is quite an impressive number ï 
especially when seen together.  
 

Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe ï Lille Lappedykker Tachybap-
tus ruficollis capensis 
2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
4/7 2 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
6/7 2 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 8/7 6 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty 
province, 17/7 1 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-
Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu and 23/7 1 Fish-
ponds NW of Bishkek.  
 
Great Crested Grebe ï Toppet Lappedykker 
Podiceps cristatus cristatus 
3/7 8 Arrival Astana; city, 4/7 2 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 4/7 20 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 5/7 3 Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve; morning: different locations than after-
noon, 5/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 7/7 625 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 37 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty 
province, 9/7 2 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. 
stop at artesian wells, 17/7 30 Wetland-area 
adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu 
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village, 18/7 15 Tamga; incl. village and 
Tamga-Bay, 19/7 20 Saltlake Kara-Kel, 19/7 
17 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. 
Fairy Place, 20/7 20 Son Kul, 21/7 175 Son Kul 
and 23/7 26 Fishponds NW of Bishkek.        
 
Red-necked Grebe ï Gråstrubet Lappedyk-
ker Podiceps grisegena griseigena 
4/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 14 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 23/7 3 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek..  
 
Slavonian Grebe ï Nordisk Lappedykker 
Podiceps auritus 
5/7 9 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve 
and 21/7 4 ad. + 2 pull. Son Kul.  
 
Black-necked Grebe ï Sorthalset Lappe-
dykker Podiceps nigricollis nigricollis 
4/7 125 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve, 5/7 3 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 17/7 
9 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-
Kul wnw of Saruu village, 19/7 18 Saltlake 
Kara-Kel, 20/7 30 ad. + pull. Son Kul and 21/7 
65 Son Kul.  
 

Phalacrocoracidae 
Great Cormorant ï Skarv Phalacrocorax 
carbo sinensis 
3/7 2 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 4/7 790 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 5/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 7/7 130 Lake Sorbulak, 
9/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 10/7 
1 Qaraoy village, 17/7 1 Wetland-area 
adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village and 21/7 2 Son Kul.  
 
Pygmy Cormorant ï Dværgskarv 
Phalacrocorax pygmeus 
23/7 20 Fishponds NW of Bishkek. 
Probably some of them are local breed-
ing birds ï in 2006 I found more birds 
hiding in small ponds/lakes in the vicin-
ity. Birds seen were probably post-
breeding numbers.       
 

Pelecanidae 
White Pelican ï Almindelig Pelikan 
Pelecanus onocrotalus 
7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak and 10/7 10 
Qaraoy village.  

 
 
 

Dalmatian Pelican ï Krøltoppet Pelikan 
Pelecanus crispus 
3/7 3 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7 4 Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 7 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 60 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 
100 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 60 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 
Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 3 
Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 15 Lake Sorbu-
lak and 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest.  
 

Ardeidae 
Eurasian Bittern ï Rørdrum Botaurus stel-
laris stellaris 
3/7 1 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 1 Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve; morning: different loca-
tions than afternoon, 4/7 2 Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 5/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve and 8/7 1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert 
ï Zhelturanga, Almaty province.  
 
Little Bittern ï Dværghejre Ixobrychus 
minutus minutus 
8/7 1 male Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 9/7 1 ad.  Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 12/7 1 male Shilik ï 
Nurly, 17/7 5 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-
Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu and 17/7 3 Wet-
land-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw 
of Saruu village.  

 

Little Bittern, Kyrgyzstan.. Photo Mic 
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Night Heron ï Nathejre Nycticorax nycti-
corax nycticorax 
8/7 1ad. male Kolshengel - Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest and 9/7 3 (2 ad. + 1 juv.) Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest. 
 
Great White Egret ï Sølvhejre Casmerodius 
albus albus 
3/7 1 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 1 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 
1 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 9 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7 9 Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve; morning: different locations than after-
noon, 5/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 6/7 4 Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 7/7 10 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 3 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty 
province, 8/7 11 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 
9/7 5 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 11/7 8 Arte-
sian wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road 
north of Ile river and 12/7 2 Shilik ï Nurly.  
 
Grey Heron ï Fiskehejre Ardea cinerea 
cinerea 
3/7 1 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 2 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 
2 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 3 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 4/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 5/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve; morning: different locations than after-
noon, 5/7 7 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve, 6/7 3 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 1 
Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 8 Lake Sorbulak, 
8/7 2 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 8/7 2 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 9/7 16 Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 2 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at 
artesian wells, 11/7 1 Artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile river, 17/7 
1 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-
Kul wnw of Saruu village, 19/7 
2 Saltlake Kara-Kel, 19/7 3 
Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï 
Tamga incl. Fairy Place and 
21/7 7 Son Kul.  
 

Ciconiidae 
Black Stork ï Sort Stork 
Ciconia nigra 
21/7 6 Son Kul.  
 

Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo ï 
mingo Phoenicopterus 
roseus 
4/7 4 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 

Nature Reserve. Few! 
  

Accipitridae 
Oriental Honey-buzzard ï Tophvepsevåge 
Pernis ptilorhyncus orientalis 
17/7 2 Jeti-Ögüz. An interesting and unusual 
observation in Kyrgyzstan. 
 
Black Kite ï Sort Glente Milvus migrans 
migrans and lineatus 
2/7 2 migrans Almaty ï Astana; observations 
from train, 3/7 2 migrans Arrival Astana; city, 
3/7 2 migrans Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; Karazhar village, 5/7 1 migrans Af-
ternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 7/7 2 
lineatus Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 52 linea-
tus Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, Taukum de-
sert, Almaty province, 8/7 2 lineatus Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 1 lineatus Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty 
province, 8/7 5 lineatus Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 4 lineatus Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 4 lineatus Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; 
incl. stop at artesian wells, 11/7 3 lineatus Ar-
tesian wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road 
north of Ile river, 12/7 1 lineatus Shilik ï Nurly, 
12/7 4 lineatus Nurly-area, 13/7 3 lineatus 
Nurly; campsite, 13/7 4 lineatus Nurly ï Kyrgyz 
border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and 
Sharyn Canyon, 14/7 1 lineatus Karakol, 14/7 
5 lineatus Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz 
Pass and birds seen along the Sary-Jaz range 
to campsite, 16/7 3 lineatus May-Saz ï Kara-
kol, 17/7 4 lineatus Karakol ï Tamga; excl. 
Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent 
to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 
17/7 6 lineatus Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7 5 lineatus Leo-
Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-
Suu/Saruu, 18/7 1 lineatus Tamga; incl. village 
and Tamga-Bay, 19/7 2 lineatus Saltlake Kara-
Kel, 20/7 3 lineatus Tamga ï Son Kul, 20/7 1 
lineatus Son Kul and 21/7 2 lineatus Son Kul 
 
 

Black Kite, Kyrgyzstan. Photo Mic 
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White-tailed Eagle ï Havørn Haliaeetus al-
bicilla 
4/7 1 imm. Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve and 9/7 1 imm. Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest.  
 
Lammergeier ï Lammegrib Gypaetus bar-
batus aureus 
13/7 1 ad. Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon,  
14/7 1 ad. May-Saz campsite, 15/7 2 May-Saz, 
16/7 1 ad. May-Saz, 20/7 1 Son Kul, 21/7 1 ad. 
Son Kul and 23/7 1 Ala Archa.  
 
Egyptian Vulture ï Ådselsgrib Neophron 
percnopterus percnopterus 
12/7 2 Nurly-area.        
 
Himalayan Griffon Vulture Gyps himalayen-
sis 
14/7 3 Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass 
and birds seen along the Sary-Jaz range to 
campsite, 15/7 2 May-Saz, 18/7 7 Barskaun 
Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun 
Gorge and 23/7 4 Ala Archa.  
 
Eurasian Black Vulture ï Munkegrib Ae-
gypius monachus 
15/7 2 May-Saz.  
 

 
 
Short-toed Eagle ï Slangeørn Circaetus 
gallicus 
9/7 3 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest and 12/7 1 
Nurly-area. 
 
Marsh Harrier ï Rørhøg Circus aeruginosus 
aeruginosus 
2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 6 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7 2 Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 8 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 5 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 15 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar, 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 5 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport, 7/7 4 Lake Sorbulak ï Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, Almaty province, 8/7 
1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, 
Almaty province, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; 
incl. stop at artesian wells, 12/7 2 Shilik ï Nurly 
and 17/7 1 female Leo-Kul; little lake betw. 
Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu.  
 
Pallid Harrier ï Steppehøg Circus macrou-
rus 
3/7 2 males Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 2 males + 
1 female/juv. and 1 3.cy. Astana ï Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 1 2.cy. 

Lammergeier, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 10 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 5/7 1 male Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 5/7 5 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 6/7 6 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 
1 ad. male Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, Tau-
kum desert, Almaty province, 7/7 1 juv. Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert and 8/7 1 juv. Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert.  
 
Montaguôs Harrier ï Hedehøg Circus py-
gargus 
3/7 1 female + 1 male Astana ï Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 8/7 1 ad. 
male Kolshengel, Taukum desert and 12/7 1 
male Nurly-area.  
 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk ï Spurvehøg Ac-
cipiter nisus (dementjevi) 
2/7  1 pair + 3 pull. Almaty, 3/7 1 Arrival As-
tana; city, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï Astana Airport and 
17/7 1 Jeti-Ögüz. 
 
Shikra Accipiter badius cenchroides 
8/7 3 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 4 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 2 Qaraoy village 
and 10/7 1 pair with 4 pull. Qaraoy village.  
 
Common Buzzard ï Musvåge ssp ñStep-
pevågeò Buteo buteo vulpinus 
3/7 4 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7  Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 5 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve, 5/7 3 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 9/7 
1 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian 
wells, 13/7 2 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. 
Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol ï May-
Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along 

the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 17/7 1 Jeti-
Ögüz and 21/7 2 Son Kul.  
 
Long-legged Buzzard ï Ørnevåge Buteo 
rufinus rufinus 
2/7 10 Almaty ï Astana; observations from 
train, 3/7 20 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve; Karazhar village, 4/7 10 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 5/7 7 Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve, 6/7 3 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 11 
Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7  Lake Sorbulak, 
7/7 7 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 12 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 9/7 40 Zhelturanga ï 
Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells, 10/7 5 
Qaraoy village and desert area north of the 
village, 11/7 7 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy, 
11/7 3 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik 
via road north of Ile river, 12/7 2 Shilik ï Nurly, 
12/7 8 Nurly-area, 13/7 3 Nurly ï Kyrgyz bor-
der at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn 
Canyon, 14/7 1 Karakol, 14/7 1 dark-phase 
Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and 
birds seen along the Sary-Jaz range to camp-
site, 17/7 1 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, 
Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent to the bay 
of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 17/7 1 Jeti-
Ögüz, 19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï 
Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 1 Tamga ï Son 
Kul and 21/7 1 Son Kul.  
 
Upland Buzzard Buteo hemilasius 
(18/7 1 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay.)        
 
Booted Eagle ï Dværgørn Aquila pennata 
7/7 1 light-phase Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert, Almaty province, 8/7 2 ( 1 
light- and 1 dark-phase) Kolshengel, Taukum 
desert, 12/7 1 light-phase Nurly-area, 13/7 2 
light-phase Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-

Long-legged Buzzard, Kazakhstan.  Photo Mic 
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Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 13/7 
1 light-phase Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. 
Karakol and 21/7 1 dark-phase Son Kul.  
 
Golden Eagle ï Kongeørn Aquila chrysae-
tos (daphanea) 
9/7 1 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at arte-
sian wells, 11/7 1 ad. Artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy, 13/7 2 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Ke-
gen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 
14/7 4 ad. Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz 
Pass and birds seen along the Sary-Jaz range 
to campsite, 14/7 3 ad. + 1 imm. May-Saz 
campsite, 16/7 3 ad. May-Saz, 16/7 1 May-Saz 
ï Karakol and 18/7 4 ad. 1 imm. Barskaun 
Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun 
Gorge.  
 
Steppe Eagle ï Steppeørn Aquila nipalensis 
4/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve 
and 12/7 1 2.cy. Nurly-area.  
 
Eastern Imperial Eagle ï Kejserørn Aquila 
heliaca 
8/7 1 3.cy. Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 9/7 1 3.cy. Zhel-
turanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells 
and 14/7 1? Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz 
Pass and birds seen along the Sary-Jaz range 
to campsite.  
 

Falconidae 
Common Kestrel ï Tårnfalk Falco 
tinnunculus tinnunculus 
2/7 1 Almaty, 2/7 50 Almaty ï Astana; 
observations from train, 3/7 64 Arrival 
Astana; city, 3/7 10 Astana ï Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 
4/7 7 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 5/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7 2 Afternoon; Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 6 Karaz-
har ï Astana Airport, 7/7 1 Alamty ï 
Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak, 
8/7 2 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 
10 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 8/7 1 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 4 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 15 Zhel-
turanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at arte-
sian wells, 9/7 4 Qaraoy village, 10/7 
and 11/7 2 ad. + 3 juv. Qaraoy village, 
11/7 2 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy ï 
Shilik via road north of Ile river, 12/7 3 
Shilik ï Nurly, 12/7 1 Nurly-area, 13/7 
9 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn 
Canyon, 14/7 8 Karakol ï May-Saz; 
incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen 

along the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 15/7 3 
May-Saz, 16/7 2 May-Saz, 16/7 6 May-Saz ï 
Karakol, 17/7 1 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-
Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 17/7 
4 Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7 4 Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 
5 Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the 
upper Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 1 Saltlake Kara-
Kel, 20/7 1 Tamga ï Son Kul, 21/7 1 Son Kul, 
22/7 1 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon near 
Kök-Moynok and 23/7 1 Ala Archa.  
 
Red-footed Falcon ï Aftenfalk Falco vesper-
tinus 
2/7 1 2.cy. Almaty ï Astana; observations from 
train, 3/7 14 Observations from the train from 
dawn to arrival in Astana, 3/7 20 Astana ï 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 6/7 20 along 
the road from Karazhar to Astana Airport, 6/7 6 
Astana-airport ï seen from the terminal in the 
airport-lounge.  
 
Merlin ï Dværgfalk Falco columbarius pal-
lidus (lymani) 
3-5/7 2 ad. + 4 juv. Karazhar village, Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 1 female + 2 males 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport, 15-16/7 1 breeding pair + 2 

Merlin, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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pull. May-Saz and 16/7 1 pair betw. May-Saz 
Pass and Karakol.  
 
Hobby ï Lærkefalk Falco subbuteo sub-
buteo 
2/7 1 Almaty, 2/7 2 Almaty ï Astana; observa-
tions from train, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 2 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 1 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty prov-
ince, 8/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 1 
Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 1 Qaraoy 
village, 10/7 1 Qaraoy village, 11/7 1 Qaraoy 
village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian wells east 
of Qaraoy, 12/7 2 Nurly-area, 14/7 2 Karakol ï 
May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen 
along the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 16/7 1 
May-Saz ï Karakol, 17/7 1 Karakol ï Tamga; 
excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-area 
adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu 
village, 17/7 1 Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7 2 Wetland-area 
adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu 
village, 18/7 2 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-
Bay, 18/7 1 Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area 
in the upper Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 1 Saltlake 
Kara-Kel, 19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï 
Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 1 Tamga ï Son 
Kul, 22/7 2 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon 
near Kök-Moynok and 23/7 1 Ala Archa.  
 
Saker Falcon ï Slagfalk Falco cherrug 
(cherrug/milvipes) 
2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train 
and 8/7 1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert. The 
Kolshengel bird are interesting ï not seen on 
previous visits. 
 
 

Barbary Falcon ï Berberfalk Falco pelegri-
noides babylonicus 
9/7 1 ad. Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 12/7 1 
Nurly-area, 13/7 1 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at 
Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Can-
yon, 16/7 1 ad. Karakol and 17/7 1 Leo-Kul; 
little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-
Suu/Saruu.  
 

Rallidae 
Water Rail ï Vandrikse Rallus aquaticus 
aquaticus (korejewi) 
3/7 1 seen from the train outside Astana, 7/7 1 
Lake Sorbulak, 17/7 1 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. 
Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu and 17/7 1 
Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul 
wnw of Saruu village. 
 
Corn Crake ï Engsnarre Crex crex 
17/7 1 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and 
Kyzul-Suu/Saruu, 17/7 1 Wetland-area adja-
cent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu vil-
lage, 18-19/7 3 Tamga and 20/7 1 Tamga. 
 
Moorhen ï Grønbenet Rørhøne Gallinula 
chloropus chloropus 
2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 1 seen from the train outside Astana, 5/7 1 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbu-
lak, 8/7 1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 8/7 4 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 9/7 5 Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at 
artesian wells, 12/7 1 Shilik ï Nurly, 17/7 12 
Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7 4 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-
Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu and 19/7 3 Salt-
lake Kara-Kel.  

Merlin, Kazakhstan.Photo Mic 
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Common Coot ï Blishøne Fulica atra atra 
2/7 2 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 12 seen from the train before arrival As-
tana, 3/7 2 ad. + pull. Astana ï Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 1 Eve-
ning; Karazhar village, 4/7 1 Korgalzhyn Na-
ture Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 4/7 50 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Na-
ture Reserve, 5/7 5 Korgalzhyn Nature Re-
serve; morning: different locations than after-
noon, 5/7 25 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 6/7 3 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 
15 Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 5 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert, 8/7 50 incl. several pull. Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 9/7 3 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 11/7 10 Arte-
sian wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via 
road north of Ile river, 13/7 2 Kyrgyz 
border ï Karakol; incl. Karakol, 14/7 4 
Karakol ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz 
Pass and birds seen along the Sary-
Jaz range to campsite, 17/7 11 Leo-
Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and 
Kyzul-Suu/Saruu, 17/7 20 Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul 
wnw of Saruu village, 19/7 2 Tamga ï 
Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy 
Place, 20/7 2 Son Kul, 21/7 210 Son 
Kul and 23/7 40 Fishponds NW of 
Bishkek..  

 

Gruidae 
Common Crane ï Trane Grus grus grus 
5/7 2 ad. + 1 pull. afternoon; Korgalzhyn Na-
ture Reserve and 12/7 2 ad. + 1 juv. Shilik ï 
Nurly. 
  

 
 
Demoiselle Crane ï Jomfrutrane Grus virgo 
2/7 2 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 4 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 3 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 4/7 
2 afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 5 
ad. + 2 juv. Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 3 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 3 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert and 13/7 2 Nurly ï Kyrgyz bor-
der at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn 
Canyon.        
 

 
 

Otididae 
Macqueenôs Bustard 
Chlamydotis macqueenii 
8/7 3 Kolshengel, Taukum 
desert.   

 
Haematopodidae 
Oystercatcher ï 
Strandskade Haematopus 
ostralegus longipes 
4/7 1 afternoon; Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve, 5/7 4 after-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve and 9/7 1 Zhel-
turanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop 
at artesian wells.  
 
Recurvirostridae 

Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha 
struthersii 
14/7 2 ad. + 3 juv. Karakol ï 

May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen 
along the Sary-Jaz range to campsite and 16/7 
8 (undoubtly some of the same birds seen two 
days ago) May-Saz ï Karakol. Normal num-
bers.      
 

Ibisbill, Kyrgyzstan.Photo Per Schiermacker-Hansen 

 

Ibisbill, Kyrgyzstan.Photo Per Schiermacker-Hansen 
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Black-winged Stilt ï Stylteløber Himanto-
pus himantopus himantopus 
2/7 2 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 1 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 2 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 4/7 
40 afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 
7 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: differ-
ent locations than afternoon, 5/7 40 ad. + pull. 
afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 
Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 4 Alamty ï Lake 
Sorbulak, 7/7 40 Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 4 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 5 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert, 8/7 8 Kolshengel, Taukum 
desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty province, 9/7 20 
Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian 
wells, 11/7 3 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy ï 
Shilik via road north of Ile river, 19/7 10 Tamga 
ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga and 23/7 100 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek.  
 
Avocet ï Klyde Recurvirostra avosetta 
4 and 5/7  400+ Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve 
and 6/7 10 Karazhar ï Astana Airport.  
 

Burhinidae 
Stone Curlew ï Triel Burhinus oedicnemus 
harterti 
10/7 1 Qaraoy village and desert area north of 
the village.  
 

Glareolidae 
Collared Pratincole ï Braksvale Glareola 
pratincola  pratincola 
4/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve. Quite un-
usual observation in Black-winged-country. 
 
Black-winged Pratincole ï Sortvinget Brak-
svale Glareola nordmanni 
3/7 5 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 4/7 300 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 5/7 500 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
6/7 11 Karazhar, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve 
and 6/7 10 Karazhar ï Astana Airport.  
 

Charadriidae 
Little Ringed Plover ï Lille Præstekrave 
Charadrius dubius curonicus 
4/7 10 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 10 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 7/7 5 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert, 8/7 9 Kolshengel, Taukum 
desert, 9/7 6 Qaraoy village, 11/7 1 Artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy, 12/7 4 Shilik ï Nurly, 
18/7 1 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 
19/7 1 ad. + 1 pull. Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel 
ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 1 Son Kul, 21/7 
3 Son Kul and 23/7 8 Fishponds NW of Bish-
kek.  
 
 
 

Kentish Plover ï Hvidbrystet Præstekrave 
Charadrius alexandrinus alexandrinus 
4/7 35 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 5/7 25 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.  
 
Lesser Sand Plover ï Mongolsk Præsrtek-
rave Charadrius mongolus pamirensis 
20/7 12 Son Kul and 21/7 16 Son Kul.  
 
Greater Sand Plover ï Ørkenpræstekrave 
Charadrius leschenaultii crassirostris 
7/7 1 juv. Kolshengel, Taukum desert and 8/7 
1 ad. Kolshengel, Taukum desert. Difficult 
finding Sand Plovers in middle of summer; in 
springtime they are more numerous and fairly 
visible. 
 
Sociable Lapwing ï Steppevibe Vanellus 
gregarius 
4/7 6 ad. + 3 pull. Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve. 
Very good observations. 

  

 
Northern Lapwing ï Vibe Vanellus vanellus 
3/7 3 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7 1 Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 300 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 
150 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 5 Karaz-
har ï Astana Airport, 7/7 50 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 
3 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, 
Almaty province, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 2 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at 
artesian wells, 9/7 1 Qaraoy village, 11/7 1 
Artesian wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road 
north of Ile river, 12/7 8 Shilik ï Nurly and 17/7 
3 Jeti-Ögüz, 17/7 3 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. 
Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu and 23/7 2 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek.  
 

 
 

Socialbe Lapwing, Kazakhstan .Photo Per Schiermacker-Hansen 
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Scolopacidae 
Little Stint ï Dværgryle Calidris minuta 
4/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve. 
Incredible few; might be that we were at poor 
places in the reserve and 23/7 35 Fishponds 
NW of Bishkek.        
 
Temminckôs Stint ï Temmincks Ryle 
Calidris temminckii 
19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga 
incl. Fairy Place, 21/7 5 Son Kul and 23/7  
Bishkek ï Ala Archa, 23/7 100 Fishponds n. of 
Bishkek.        
 
Curlew Sandpiper ï Krumnæbbet Ryle 
Calidris ferruginea 
4/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 23/7 21 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek. The latter observa-
tion might be unusual high numbers. 
 
Dunlin ï Almindelig Ryle Calidris alpina 
alpina 
4/7 5 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.        
 
Ruff ï Brushane Philomachus pugnax 
3/7 3 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 250 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 5 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7 175 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn 

Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 Karazhar ï Astana Air-
port, 7/7 3 Lake Sorbulak, 20/7 3 Son Kul and 
23/7 70+ Fishponds n. of Bishkek.        
 
Common Snipe ï Dobbeltbekkasin Gal-
linago gallinago gallinago 
17/7 4 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 21/7 1 Son Kul 
and 23/7 2 Fishponds NW of Bishkek.        
 
Asian Dowitcher ï Asiatisk Sneppeklire 
Limnodromus semipalmatus 
4/7 1 male in summer plumage Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve. An excellent observation ï 
the bird were picked out among loads of God-
wits, but all important field marks were noticed.  
 
Black-tailed Godwit ï Stor Kobbersneppe 
Limosa limosa limosa 
3/7 10 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 700 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 1000 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve and 6/7 7 Karazhar ï Astana 
Airport.  
 
Bar-tailed Godwit - Lille Kobbersneppe 
Limosa lapponica lapponica 
4/7 3 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.        
 
 
 

Black-winged Pratincole, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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Whimbrel ï Lille Regnspove Numenius 
phaeopus phaeopus 
5/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.  
 
Eurasian Curlew ï Stor Regnspove Numen-
ius arquata arquata and orientalis 
3/7 2 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 6 Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve and 5/7 35 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve.  
Note The population breeding in Kazakhstan is 
intermediate in plumage between the subspe-
cies arquata and orientalis. These birds, some-
times treated as a separate subspecies 
(ósuschkiniô), are not separable from orientalis 
and hardly from arquata in the field (Thorup 
2006) and therefore combined. 
 
Spotted Redshank ï Sortklire Tringa 
erythropus 
4/7 3 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 4 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 7/7 2 
Lake Sorbulak.        
 
Common Redshank ï Rødben Tringa tota-
nus tetanus/ussuriensis 
4/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 50 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7  Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 15 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 Karazhar ï 

Astana Airport, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 1 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 17/7 2 Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-
Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 20 Son 
Kul, 21/7 30 Son Kul and 23/7 8 Fishponds 
NW of Bishkek.        
 
Marsh Sandpiper ï Damklire Tringa stag-
natilis 
4/7 5 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 8 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 5 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport, 7/7 4 Lake Sorbulak and 23/7 
10 Fishponds n. of Bishkek.        
 
Greenshank ï Hvidklire Tringa nebularia 
4/7 1 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 1 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 17/7 2 Wetland-area adjacent 
to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 
19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga 
incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 1 Son Kul, 21/7 2 Son 
Kul, 22/7 1 Son Kul ï Bishkek and 23/7 14 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek. 
 
Green Sandpiper ï Svaleklire Tringa ochro-
pus 
4/7 3 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 2 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 7/7 5 Lake 

Black-winged Pratincole, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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Sorbulak, 7/7 1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 
8/7 3 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 9/7 1 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 6 Zhelturanga ï 
Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells,10/7 1 
Qaraoy village, 11/7 2 Artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy,12/7 2 Shilik ï Nurly,13/7 1 Nurly ï 
Kyrgyz border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek 
and Sharyn Canyon, 14/7 1 May-Saz camp-
site, 16/7 3 May-Saz ï Karakol, 18/7 1 Tamga; 
incl. village and Tamga-Bay and 22/7 1 Son 
Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon near Kök-Moynok.  
 
Wood Sandpiper ï Tinksmed Tringa 
glareola 
4/7 2 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
7/7 4 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 2 Kolshengel, Tau-
kum desert, 9/7 4 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. 
stop at artesian wells, 11/7 1 Artesian wells 
east of Qaraoy, 13/7 1 Nurly; campsite, 16/7 2 
May-Saz ï Karakol, 19/7 1 Tamga ï Saltlake 
Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 21/7 1 Son 
Kul, 22/7 1 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon 
near Kök-Moynok and 23/7 200 Fishponds NW 
of Bishkek.      
 
Terek Sandpiper ï Terekklire Xenus ciner-
eus 
4/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
19/7 4 Issyk Kul bay near Saltlake Kara-Kel, 
20/7 1 Son Kul, 21/7 2 Son Kul and 23/7 1 
Fishponds n. of Bishkek.        
 
Common Sandpiper ï Mudderklire Actitis 
hypoleucos 
4/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
7/7 8 Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 2 Kolshengel, Tau-
kum desert, 9/7 7 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. 
stop at artesian wells, 13/7 1 Nurly ï Kyrgyz 
border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and 
Sharyn Canyon, 14/7 2 Karakol ï May-Saz; 
incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along the 
Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 14/7 3 May-Saz 
campsite, 15/7 3 May-Saz, 16/7 3 May-Saz ï 
Karakol, 17/7 1 Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-

Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu, 17/7 5 Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 18/7 9 Tamga; incl. village and 
Tamga-Bay, 19/7 6 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel 
ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 14 Son Kul, 
21/7 11 Son Kul and 23/7 2 Fishponds NW of 
Bishkek.   
 
Red-necked Phalarope ï Odinshane Phala-
ropus lobatus 
3/7 1 seen from train outside Astana, 4/7 131 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 5 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 8/7 2 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty 
province.  
 

Laridae 
Great Black-headed Gull Stor Sorthovedet 
Måge Larus ichthyaetus 
3/7 2 seen from train before arrival Astana, 3/7 
2 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7 8 Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 6 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 42 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 4 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 10 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport, 20/7 1 ad. + 1 juv. Son Kul and 
21/7 1 ad. Son Kul.  
 
Little Gull ï Dværgmåge Larus minutus 
6/7 3 ad. Karazhar ï Astana Airport.  
 
Black-headed ï Hættemåge Gull Larus 
ridibundus 
3/7 50 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 1 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 3/7 
3 Evening; Karazhar village, 4/7 50 Korgalzhyn 
Nature Reserve; morning: different locations 
than afternoon, 5/7 1 ad. Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 5/7 50 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Na-
ture Reserve, 6/7 50 Karazhar ï Astana Air-
port, 7/7 20 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 40 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty prov-
ince, 9/7 4 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at 

Lesser Sandplover ssp. pamirensis, Son Kul Lake, Kyrgyzstan. Photo Mic 
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artesian wells, 11/7 3 Artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile river, 12/7 
3 Shilik ï Nurly, 17/7 3 ad. + 1 juv. Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 18/7 12 Tamga; incl. village and 
Tamga-Bay, 19/7 20 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-
Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 21/7 400 Son 
Kul and 23/7 650 Fishponds NW of Bishkek.  
 
Brown-Headed Gull Larus brunicephalus 
21/7 1 ad. And possibly 1 imm. Son Kul. This 
species is quite a mystery in Kyrgyzstan. Dur-
ing summertime in the years 1995-1999 I usu-
ally encountered this species at Son Kul. Usu-
ally in July. Following a debate with other Kyr-
gyz birders I found that observations of this 
species were quite uncommon and rare ï to 
my surprise. It didnôt occur to my mind that this 
was the case and following I were decided to 
collect evidence of the species presence at 
Son Kul. In the past years it did not show its 
presence in summertime and it was difficult to 
obtain or rather detect the species presence. 
This summer however, we decided to focus on 
the species. It was not easyé Upon arrival in 
Son Kul we checked the gulls and found some 
odd looking immature Black-/Brown-Headed 
Gulls among the numerous Black-headed. Also 
Per were able to get pictures of one possible 
brown-headed. But the bird was identified as 
Black-headed. However both Per and I inde-
pendently of each other saw one adult Brown-
headed Gull among the Black-headed, and 

since the identification of adult birds are rather 
straightforward it were this summers only 
presence of the species, and it remains a task 
to get the pictures. I do not think Brown-
headed ever have been numerous at Son Kul, 
but eg. In 1995 and 1996 I noted 5-6 adults in 
July. So I am not surprised or unsafe about its 
presence at Son Kul, but numbers might be 
variable. The Black-headed Gulls show char-
acters different from European birds, and es-
pecially the immature and juveniles are tricky. 
Be aware about this. More studies are needed 
to solve the species occurrence in Kyrgyzstan 
ï and again this will be one of the tasks in 
future. 
 
Slender-billed ï Tyndnæbbet Måge Gull 
Larus genei 
4/7 200 (good numbers!) Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 3 Afternoon; Korgalz-
hyn Nature Reserve and 6/7 2 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport. Common on most places this 
summer in Korgazhyn. 
 
Common Gull Larus canus heinei 
4/7 8 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 40 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
6/7 2 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 17/7 12 Jeti-
Ögüz and 17/7 130 Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village.  
 
 
 

Caspian Tern, Kazakhstan.  Photo Mic 
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Heuglinôs Gull Larus heuglini barabensis 
3-5/7 c.200 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 
6/7 15 Karazhar ï Astana Airport. 
 
Caspian Gull ï Kaspisk Måge Larus ca-
chinnans 
7/7 20 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 2 Kolshengel, Tau-
kum desert ï Zhelturanga, Almaty province, 
9/7 1 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at arte-
sian wells, 9/7 1 Qaraoy village, 10/7 1 Qaraoy 
village and desert area north of the village, 
17/7 4 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 19/7 6 Saltlake 
Kara-Kel, 19/7 8 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï 
Tamga incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 5 Son Kul and 
21/7 3 Son Kul. 23/7  Fishponds n. of Bishkek.        
 

Sternidae 
Little Tern ï Dværgterne Sternula albifrons 
albifrons 
4/7 10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 2 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon and 5/7 12 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve. 
  
Gull-billed Tern ï Sandterne Gelochelidon 
nilotica nilotica 
3/7 1 seen from train before arrival Astana, 3/7 
20 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 4/7 200 (good numbers!) 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 70 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 
Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 7/7 2 Alamty ï Lake 
Sorbulak, 8/7 2 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest 
and 11/7 1 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy ï 
Shilik via road north of Ile river. Also unusual 
high numbers in Korgalzhyn this summer. 
 
Caspian Tern ï Rovterne Hydroprogne cas-
pia 
3/7 2 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 3/7 8 Evening; Karazhar vil-
lage, 4/7 7 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morn-
ing: different locations than afternoon, 4/7 12 
Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 13 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 35 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve and 6/7 3 Karaz-
har, Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.  
 
Black Tern ï Sortterne Chlidonias niger 
niger 
3/7 10 Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
Karazhar village, 4/7 15 Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve; morning: different locations than 
afternoon, 4/7 3 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature 
Reserve, 5/7 20 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; 
morning: different locations than afternoon, 5/7 
10 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 8/7 
10 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhelturanga, 

Almaty province, 9/7 5 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; 
incl. stop at artesian wells .        
 
White-winged Black Tern ï Hvidvinget 
Terne Chlidonias leucopterus 
3/7 6 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 30 Astana ï Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 4/7 
300 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
5/7 30 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 5/7 500 Af-
ternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 300 
Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga ï 
Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells and 23/7 75 
Fishponds NW of Bishkek.  
 
Common Tern ï Fjordterne Sterna hirundo 
hirundo 
2/7 2 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 10 from train before arrival Astana, 3/7 2 
Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; Karaz-
har village, 3/7 30 Evening; Karazhar village, 
4/7 20 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 4/7 10 After-
noon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 40 Kor-
galzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon, 5/7 20 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 6/7 2 Karazhar ï 
Astana Airport, 7/7 8 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 3 
Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 22 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 5 Zhelturanga ï 
Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells, 9/7 8 
Qaraoy village, 10/7 1 Qaraoy village, 11/7 2 
Qaraoy village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy, 11/7 1 Artesian wells 
east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile 
river, 13/7 1 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 13/7 
1 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. Karakol, 17/7 7 
Leo-Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-
Suu/Saruu, 17/7 5 Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 
5 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 19/7 12 
Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. Fairy 
Place, 20/7 30 Son Kul, 21/7 130 Son Kul and 
23/7 40 Fishponds NW of Bishkek..  
 

Pteroclididae 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse ï Sortbuget 
Sandhøne Pterocles orientalis arenarius 
7/7 10 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 34 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 9/7 15  Zhel-
turanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells, 
11/7 10 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy and 12/7 
1 Nurly-area.  
 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse ï Spidshalet Sand-
høne Pterocles alchata caudacutus 
7/7 5 Kolshengel, Taukum desert and 8/7 2 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert.  
 



 21 

Pallasôs Sandgrouse ï Steppehøne Syr-
rhaptes paradoxus 
12/7 1 Shilik ï Nurly and 12/7 3 Nurly-area. 
First bird were soloobservation, second bird 
too ï but fortunately participants were able to 
see two birds well... 
 

Columbidae 
Rock Dove - Klippedue Columba livia  livia/ 
neglecta 
13/7 2 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 18/7 
5 Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the 
upper Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 4 Saltlake Kara-
Kel and 22/7 1 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon 
near Kök-Moynok. Only assumed wild birds 
are mentioned ï Feral Pigeons are common at 
most places. 
 
Hill Pigeon Columba rupestris turkestanica 
14/7 1 May-Saz campsite and 15/7 5 May-Saz.  
 
Yellow-eyed Stock Dove ï Turkestandue 
Columba eversmanni 
8/7 28 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest and 9/7 15 
Zhelturanga, Turanga forest. The Yellow-eyed 
Stock Dove is placed in the category óVulner-
able Speciesô on the IUCN Red List 2004. 
 
Wood Pigeon ï Ringdue Columba palum-
bus palumbus (incl. casiotis in Tien Shan) 
2/7 1 Almaty, 2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observa-
tions from train, 3/7 5 Arrival Astana; city, 6/7 1 
Almaty, 13/7 1 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. 
Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol ï May-
Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along 
the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 17/7 1 Karakol 
ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wet-

land-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw 
of Saruu village, 19/7 1 Saltlake Kara-Kel, 19/7 
1 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. 
Fairy Place, 22/7 1 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, 
canyon near Kök-Moynok and 23/7 1 Ala Ar-
cha. 
 
Collared Dove - Tyrkerdue Streptopelia 
decaocto decaocto (stoliczkae) 
2/7 2 Almaty, 2/7 3 Almaty ï Astana; observa-
tions from train, 3/7 2 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 2 
Astana ï Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; Karaz-
har village, 7/7 1 Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 
1 Lake Sorbulak ï Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 
Almaty province,  9/7 2 Qaraoy village, 11/7 1 
Qaraoy village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy, 11/7 2 Artesian wells 
east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile 
river, 12/7 2 Shilik ï Nurly, 13/7 4 Kyrgyz bor-
der ï Karakol; incl. Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol, 
16/7 5 May-Saz ï Karakol, 17/7 4 Karakol ï 
Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 17/7 4 Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 
5 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 19/7 5 
Saltlake Kara-Kel, 20/7 2 Tamga, 20/7 13 
Tamga ï Son Kul and 22/7 20 Son Kul ï Bish-
kek; incl, canyon near Kök-Moynok. 
 
Turtle Dove ï Turteldue Streptopelia turtur 
(arenicola) 
3/7 3 probably ssp. turtur seen from the train 
outside Astana, 7/7 1 Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 
8/7 2 Kolshengel, Taukum desert ï Zhel-
turanga, Almaty province, 11/7 1 Artesian wells 
east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile 
river, 12/7 3 Nurly-area, 13/7 1 Nurly ï Kyrgyz 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek and 
Sharyn Canyon, 14/7 2 Karakol ï May-Saz; 
incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along the 
Sary-Jaz range to campsite and 18/7 2 Tamga; 
incl. village and Tamga-Bay. More sp-turtle 
doves were seen eg. 18/7 10 birds Barskaun 
Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun 
Gorge. 
 
Oriental Turtle Dove ï Østlig Turteldue 
Streptopelia orientalis meena 
2/7 2 Almaty ï first birds seen by the group 
when I picked up the group in airport, Almaty!, 
3/7 15 seen from the train before arring As-
tana, 8/7 1 Kolshengel, 13/7 2 Kyrgyz border ï 
Karakol; incl. Karakol, 14/7 1 Karakol ï May-
Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along 
the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 16/7 1 May-
Saz ï Karakol, 17/7 5 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. 
Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent 
to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 
17/7 3 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village and 19/7 1 
Saltlake Kara-Kel.  
 
Laughing Dove ï Palmedue Streptopelia 
senegalensis ermanni 
2/7 2 Almaty, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, Turanga for-
est, 12/7 5 Shilik ï Nurly, 13/7 4 Kyrgyz border 
ï Karakol; incl. Karakol, 17/7 3 Karakol ï 
Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 18/7 1 Tamga; incl. village and 
Tamga-Bay and 20/7 1 Tamga.  
 
 

Cuculidae 
Common Cuckoo ï Gøg Cuculus canorus 
canorus/subtelephonus 
2/7 1 Almaty ï Astana; observations from train, 
3/7 2 seen from the train before arrival Astana, 
7/7 3 Lake Sorbulak, 8/7 4 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest, 9/7 15 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; 
incl. stop at artesian wells, 11/7 5 Artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of 
Ile river, 13/7 1 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. 
Karakol, 14/7 2 Karakol, 15/7 1 May-Saz, 17/7 
3 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul 
and wetland-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-
Kul wnw of Saruu village, 17/7 2 Leo-Kul; little 
lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-Suu/Saruu, 
17/7 1 Wetland-area adjacent to the bay of 
Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 5 Tamga; 
incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 18/7 4 Barskaun 
Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun 
Gorge, 19/7 1 Saltlake Kara-Kel, 20/7 1 
Tamga, 20/7 2 Tamga ï Son Kul,  22/7 3 Son 
Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon near Kök-Moynok 
23/7 2 Ala Archa. 
 

Strigidae 
Striated Scops Owl ï Stribet Dværghor-
nugle Otus brucei obsoletus 
8/7 4 calling ï night between 8, and 9. July, 
Zhelturanga, Turanga forest.  
 
Eurasian Scops Owl ï Dværghornugle Otus 
scops pulchellus 
8/7 1 at night Zhelturanga, Turanga forest and 
18-20/7 1 calling in the nights Tamga.        
 
 

Yellow-eyed Stock Dove, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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Little Owl ï Kirkeugle Athene noctua (indi-
gena/ bactriana/ orientalis) 
4/7 4 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: 
different locations than afternoon, 11/7 9 
Qaraoy village, 11/7 1 Qaraoy ï Shilik via road 
north of Ile river and 18/7 1 Tamga; incl. village 
and Tamga-Bay.        
 
Long-eared Owl ï Skovhornugle Asio otus 
otus  
7/7 1 Lake Sorbulak.  
 
Short-eared Owl ï Mosehornugle Asio 
flammeus flammeus 
3/7 1 seen from the train before/outside As-
tana, 4/7 4 Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 5/7 1 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; morning: different 
locations than afternoon and  5/7 1 Afternoon; 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve.  
 

Caprimulgidae 
European Nightjar ï Natravn Caprimulgus 
europaeus (europaeus/ unwini/sarudnyi) 
7/7 1 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 1 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 1 Zhelturanga, 
Turanga forest and 12/7 2 Nurly-area.  
 

Apodidae 
Alpine Swift ï Alpesejler Apus melba tuneti 
13/7 1 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon.  
 

Common Swift ï Mursejler Apus apus/ pe-
kinensis 
2/7 3 Almaty, 6/7 1 Karazhar ï Astana Airport, 
8/7 9 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 13/7 20 
Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-Qarqara; via 
Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 13/7 5 Kyrgyz 
border ï Karakol; incl. Karakol, 14/7 2 Karakol 
ï May-Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen 
along the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 16/7 11 
May-Saz, 17/7 20 Jeti-Ögüz,17/7 50+ Wetland-
area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of 
Saruu village, 18/7 50 Tamga; incl. village and 
Tamga-Bay, 18/7 30 Barskaun Gorge; incl. 
Arabel-area in the upper Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 
122 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga incl. 
Fairy Place, 20/7 30 Tamga ï Son Kul and 
22/7 21 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, canyon near 
Kök-Moynok.  
 

Alcedinidae 
Common Kingfisher ï Isfugl Alcedo atthis 
atthis 
7/7 2 Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak and 7/7 3 Lake 
Sorbulak.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Long-legged Buzzard and Imperial Eagle, Kazakhstan. Photo Mic 
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Meropidae 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater ï Grøn Biæder 
Merops persicus persicus 
9/7 18 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at arte-
sian wells, 10/7 5 Qaraoy village and desert 
area north of the village and 11/7 2 Artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of 
Ile river.        
 
European Bee-eater ï Biæder Merops api-
aster 
2/7 40+ Almaty ï Astana; observations from 
train, 3/7 4 Arrival Astana; city, 3/7 5 Astana ï 
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve; Karazhar village, 
4/7 2 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
7/7 3 Alamty ï Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 1 Lake Sor-
bulak ï Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty 
province, 9/7 5 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. 
stop at artesian wells, 11/7 2 Artesian wells 
east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of Ile 
river, 13/7 2 Nurly ï Kyrgyz border at Kegen-
Qarqara; via Kökpek and Sharyn Canyon, 13/7 
1 Kyrgyz border ï Karakol; incl. Karakol and 
23/7 10 Fishponds NW of Bishkek.  
 

Coraciidae 
European Roller ï Ellekrage Coracias gar-
rulus garrulous/semenowi 
2/7 1 Almaty, 2/7 125 Almaty ï Astana; obser-
vations from train, 7/7 31 Alamty ï Lake Sorbu-
lak, 7/7 1 Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 15 Lake Sorbulak 
ï Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty prov-
ince, 8/7 34 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 
10  Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 8 Zhel-
turanga, Turanga forest, 9/7 35 Zhelturanga ï 
Qaraoy; incl. stop at artesian wells,10/7 7 
Qaraoy village, 11/7 22 Qaraoy village + trans-
fer Qaraoy to artesian wells east of 
Qaraoy,11/7 20 Artesian wells east of Qaraoy 
ï Shilik via road north of Ile river, 12/7 7 Shilik 
ï Nurly, 12/7 3 Nurly-area, 13/7 1  Nurly ï 
Kyrgyz border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek 
and Sharyn Canyon, 17/7 5  Karakol ï 
Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, Leo-Kul and wet-
land-area adjacent to the bay of Issyk-Kul 
wnw of Saruu village, 22/7 13 Son Kul ï 
Bishkek; incl, canyon near Kök-Moynok23/7 
3 Ala Archa.  
 

Upupidae 
Hoopoe ï Hærfugl Upupa epops epops 
2/7 5 Almaty ï Astana; observations from 
train, 3/7 20 seen from train before/outside 
Astana, 7/7 2 Lake Sorbulak, 7/7 1 Kol-
shengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 3 Kolshengel, 
Taukum desert, 8/7 4 Zhelturanga, Turanga 
forest, 9/7 3 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest, 
9/7 35 Zhelturanga ï Qaraoy; incl. stop at 
artesian wells, 9/7 2 Qaraoy village, 10/7 3 
Qaraoy village, 10/7 1 Qaraoy village and 

desert area north of the village, 11/7 3 Qaraoy 
village + transfer Qaraoy to artesian wells east 
of Qaraoy, 12/7 4 Shilik ï Nurly, 12/7 5 Nurly-
area, 13/7 1 Nurly; campsite, 13/7 2 Nurly ï 
Kyrgyz border at Kegen-Qarqara; via Kökpek 
and Sharyn Canyon, 14/7 1 Karakol ï May-
Saz; incl. May-Saz Pass and birds seen along 
the Sary-Jaz range to campsite, 15/7 1 May-
Saz,17/7 2 Karakol ï Tamga; excl. Jeti-Ögüz, 
Leo-Kul and wetland-area adjacent to the bay 
of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 17/7 1 Leo-
Kul; little lake betw. Jeti-Ögüz and Kyzul-
Suu/Saruu, 17/7 2 Wetland-area adjacent to 
the bay of Issyk-Kul wnw of Saruu village, 18/7 
2 Tamga; incl. village and Tamga-Bay, 18/7 1 
Barskaun Gorge; incl. Arabel-area in the upper 
Barskaun Gorge, 19/7 23 Saltlake Kara-Kel, 
19/7 2 Tamga ï Saltlake Kara-Kel ï Tamga 
incl. Fairy Place, 20/7 1 Tamga, 20/7 7 Tamga 
ï Son Kul and 22/7 2 Son Kul ï Bishkek; incl, 
canyon near Kök-Moynok.  
 

Picidae 
White-winged Woodpecker Dendrocopos 
leucopterus 
8/7 8 Zhelturanga, Turanga forest and 9/7 5 
Zhelturanga, Turanga forest.  
 

Alaudidae 
Calandra Lark - Kalanderlærke Melanoco-
rypha calandra psammochroa 
5/7 1 Afternoon; Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, 
7/7 200 Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 8/7 100+ 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert, 11/7 14 Artesian 
wells east of Qaraoy ï Shilik via road north of 
Ile river and 20/7 1 Son Kul.  
 
Bimaculated Lark ï Østlig Kalanderlærke 
Melanocorypha bimaculata torquata 
7/7 30 Kolshengel, Taukum desert and 8/7 5 
Kolshengel, Taukum desert. Few!  
 

Hoopoe, Kyrgyzstan. Photo Mic 

 


